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In but several years, the communication network of the World
Working Group on Storks, Ibises, and Spoonbills has grown
considerably, and a very large volume of information on this
group of birds is beginning to surface. Over 120 individuals
from over 40 countries have contributed to this report. (A list
of participants of the Working Group and their addresses is
forthcoming.) In this, the second annual report of the Working
Group, two types of summaries are presented: SPECIES STA-
TUS REPORTS and REGIONAL REPORTS. Unfortunately,
not all species and but several regions can be included in this
report due to space and time limitations; those remaining shall
be included in the next issue, however. There is a strong bias to-
wards tropical America and South and East Asia, for there
exists less published material than what is available on
European/African species. Also, the greatest number of un-
known and endangered species occur in these countries, and
they are given priority by the Working Group.

I have not attempted to summarize the present status of the
popular White Stork in Europe. Indeed, there is enough infor-
mation available to produce a substancial book on this subject,
but this is beyond the scope of this report. Since the results of
the 1984 White Stork Census are still being compiled, a summa-
ry at this time is premature. The World Working Group on
Storks, Ibises, and Spoonbills and the International Council for
Bird Preservation are developing plans for an international
White Stork conservation symposium, to be held in October,
1985, at Walsrode, West Germany. During this symposium, the
status of the species will be elucidated, the various problems
with its survival will be discussed, and a comprehensive conser-
vation plan for the White Stork will be developed.

I am always eager to receive new information for inclusion in
the Working Group reports. The large number of individuals
who have provided information are to be thanked, and I hope
all of these persons shall continue to play an active role in the
Group. In order to have a more efficient and expanded com-
munication web, we are developing regional coordinators to
facilitate the flow of information.

The Working Group library is rapidliy expanding as new re-
prints and reports are received. The library is meant to be a
clearinghouse of information on this group of (primarily)
acquatic species of birds and their habitats, and is intended to
be a »working resource«. A selected list of bibliographic refer-
ences is presently being compiled, and will be distributed to
Working Group participants by the end of 1984. Please consi-
der the Working Group library as you encounter new or ob-
scure references on storks, ibises, and spoonbills.

Charles S. Luthin

Chairman, WWG-SIS
Vogelpark Walsrode

3030 Walsrode, West Germany

ABBREVIATIONS:
E = Endangered

V = Vulnerable

R = Rare

I = Indeterminate

RESEARCH AND CONSERVATION
PRIORITIES:
STORKS, IBISES, & SPOONBILLS

AMERICAS

1. Determine status of JABIRU in all of Central America, and
establish critical habitat needs. Promote strict protection of
all nest sites and frequently-used wetlands.

2. Monitor coastal breeding ciconiiforms in Central America
and northern South America, including AMERICAN
WOOD STORK, ROSEATE SPOONBILL, WHITE IBIS,
SCARLET IBIS, and protect significant wetlands which
regularly harbor breeding colonies.

3.Further elucidation of breeding status of MAGUARI
STORK in South America, particularly in the north of the
continent, Perhaps radio-telemetry to follow movements of
this migratory species. Strict protection of storks necessary.

4, Initiate research on various unknown ciconiiforms in the
Neotropics (SHARP-TAILED IBIS, GREEN IBIS,
PLUMBEOUS IBIS, PUNA IBIS, ANDEAN BUFF-
NECKED IBIS), and further status determination of the
three stork species.

EUROPE, MIDDLE EAST, AFRICA

5. Determine most critical wintering grounds for migratory
species, including WHITE STORK, BLACK STORK,
WALDRAPP, SPOONBILLS, and investigate degree of
protection these areas are afforded.

6. Promote international cooperation on protection of migra-
tory species. (See 5., above.)

7.Expand information on breeding status of storks, ibises,
and spoonbills in most African nations, especially unknown
species or those with limited distributions (e.g. MADA-
GASCAR CRESTED IBIS, OLIVE IBIS, SPOTTED-
BREASTED IBIS, DWARF OLIVE IBIS).

8.Encourage establishment of Massa National Park in
Morocco for protection of WALDRAPP colonies.

ASIA / AUSTRALIA

9. Careful, region-by-region investigations on the breeding
status of the following indeterminate, threatened, or endan-
gered species: EASTERN WHITE STORK, STORM’S
STORK, BLACK STORK, WOLLY-NECKED STORK,
MILKY STORK, BLACK-NECKED STORK, GREATER
ADJUTANT, LESSER ADJUTANT, GIANT IBIS,
WHITE - SHOULDERED IBIS, BLACK - FACED
SPOONBILL.

10. Further investigations on the habits of the ORIENTAL
CRESTED IBIS in China, development of captive breeding
program for the species, and increase international cooper-
ation on the conservation of this critically endangered
species. HIGHEST PRIORITY.

11. Encourage strictest protection (via legislation, posting of
guards, establishment of reserves and sanctuaries) of signifi-
cant colonial ciconiiform breeding sites (e.g. Sundarbans,
Wat Phai Lom, Mekong Delta, coastal mangroves of
Malaysia and Indonesia, inland sites in India).



12, Develop monitoring and communication system and net-
work for migratory species (EASTERN WHITE STORK,
EUROPEAN WHITE STORK, BLACK STORK, OPEN-
BILL STORK, BLACK-NECKED STORK, BLACK-
FACED SPOONBILL) throughout breeding and non-
breeding ranges.

13. Cooperation on All-Asia wetland mapping program of
ICBP/IUCN/WWF during 1985 - 86.

AMERICAS:
SPECIES STATUS REPORTS

AMERICAN WOOD STORK
(Mycteria americana)

USA

(News Release of the U.S. Department of the Interior Fish and
Wildlife Service, 14 March, 1984):

The Department of the Interior’s U.S. Fish and Wildlife Ser-
vice has added the U.S. breeding population of the wood stork,
Mycteria americana, found in the states of Florida, Georgia,
South Carolina, and Alabama, to the endangered species list,
Service Director Robert A. Jantzen announced. The action fol-
lows an extensive review of available information concerning
the species and a determination by the Service that breeding
populations of the birds are continuing to decline.

Estimates indicate the breeding populations, located mainly in
peninsular Florida, have declined by 75 percent since the
1930’s. Much of the decline can be attributed to human mani-
pulation of water tables through construction of drainage
canals, levees, and lumbering of large cypress trees that offer
nesting habitat. The nesting population of wood storks decli-
ned from more than 20,000 pairs during the 1930’s to approxi-
mately 10,000 by 1960. Since 1978, fewer than 5,000 pairs have
bred each year.

The wood stork, also commonly known as the wood ibis, is the
only stork native to the United States and a cousin of the white
stork of Europe and ‘Asia known for its legendary, but mythi-
cal, role in human obstetrics. Adult wood storks stand over 3
feet tall with a five foot wingspan. The breeding and feeding
habits of this white wading bird are closely linked to wetlands,
primarily shallow ponds and cypress-mangrove swamps. The
mainstay of the stork’s diet is small fish, and an entire flock of
the birds will often descend on a small pond or section of
swamp to feed by groping the muddy bottom with their long,
sensitive beaks.

Feeding habits depend upon a period of high water that causes
an increase in the number of fish, followed by a drying period
that concentrates the fish in a smaller area and makes them ea-
sier prey for the feeding flocks of birds. The drying period,
when feeding is easier, triggers the stork’s breeding season
which lasts from November to April or May. During these
months the birds congregate in colonial nesting or rookery sites
mainly found in mangrove and cypress swamps. The rest of the
year they can be found throughout most of the Southeast.
The location of rookery sites may shift according to the amount
of rainfall, depth of water, and other such variables. This shift-
ing, as well as the fact the birds spread far and wide when not
breeding, prompted the Service to not recommend areas of cri-
tical habitat for the stork.

As a result of listing the wood stork as an endangered species,
the Fish and Wildlife Service will work with State wildlife agen-
cies and South Florida water management districts to curb the
species’ decline. The ruling does not affect nonbreeding popu-
lations of wood storks found west of Alabama at times.
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MEXICO

Three nesting sites of the Wood Stork were located on the Gulf
Coast of Mexico during the aerial surveys by the National Au-
dubon Society in the 1970’s. In the Usumacinta Delta, between
8.000 and 10.000 pairs constitute the »healthiest and most pro-
ductive population of this species in North America« (Sprunt
and Knoder, 1980). Additional smaller colonies were located on
the Pacific Coast of Mexico (see below).

Observations of breeding colonies on Mexican
(West) Coast, 1971 - 79 (Knoder, et al, 1980)

date Location colony size

(no. nests)
15 July, 1972 near town of Nuxco 30
11 Feb., 1975 near town of Nuxco 75
11 Feb., 1975 SE Bank of Rio Ometepec 30
11 Feb., 1975 Laguna Pastoria 100
11 Feb., 1975 Lagoon SE Piedra Blanca 75
12 Feb., 1975 Mar Muerto 225
3 March, 1979 near town of Nuxco 500

4 March, 1979  Coast, due W. Mapastepec 350

COSTA RICA

A breeding colony of 3000 pairs exist on Isla Pajaros (Prov.
Guanacaste) in the west of the country. A smaller colony (200
prs.) is known from Estero Madrigal. Isla Pajaros, which lies in
the Rio Tempisque drainage, is protected as part of the Refugio
de Fauna Silvestre Dr. Rafael Lucas Rodriguez Caballero (Palo
Verde). The birds can also be found in the Laguna Mata Cano
Negro (Prov. Alajuela) and marshes and lagoons of Puntarenas
Province. The following regions are recommended for protec-
tion: Mata Redonda, Pozo de Agua, Corral de Piedra, Estero
Madrigal (lagoons in Guanacste), marshes of the Golfo de
Nicoya, and Peninsula de Osa. In addition, the Laguna Mata
Cano Negro is a significantly valuable wetland, and is proposed
as a wildlife refuge (J. Sanchez, pers. comm.).

PANAMA

A small colony of 20 pairs exist in the delta of the Rio Pavo, on
the eastern side of the Peninsula de Azuero, central Panama.
These birds move seasonally to unknown areas. Other breeding
sites may also exist in the country (F. Delgado, pers. comm.).

American Wood Stork near nest area, Palo Verde, Costa Rica
(photo: C. Luthin)



VENEZUELA

Approximately 9.000 Wood Storks were observed during an
aerial census of coastal and interior wetlands in 1983, Of these,
ca. 3.000 occured on the coast (2.849) and in the L.ake Maracai-
bo basin (192). The rest (5.901) were counted in the llanos.
These were non-breeding flocks and individuals. The popula-
tion of Wood Storks in the country appears to be quite high.
(Ramo and Busto, 1984).

SURINAME

A breeding population of 400 pairs was recorded in 1970. No
data on breeding population size exist for subsequent years.
Seasonal (January to August) non-breeding populations have
fluctuated between 2.000 (1983) and 3.750 (1970) in the years
from 1970 to 1983. The species is protected at present by a year-
ly decree, and may be given full protected status in the future
(Spaans & deJong, 1984).

MAGUARI STORK
(Ciconia = Euxenura maguari)

status: indeterminate
V (Venezuela)

During the 1983 aerial census of northern South American
wetlands, 82 Maguari Storks were observed in the Venezuelan
llanos, and none were seen on the coast of the country. Four-
teen nest sites were located during the census (Ramo and
Busto, 1984). In Suriname, the species is a non-breeder. Some
tens of individuals occur in the country, mostly on the coast
from December to June (Spaans & deJong, 1984). Betsy Tho-
mas has studied the population dynamics of the Maguari over a
ten-year period in a part of the llanos, and she reports signifi-
cant (in some cases 90 - 100 %) population declines. Research
results on nestling behavior and growth, ecology, and adult be-
havior are to be published soon (B. Thomas, pers. comm.).
The species occurs widely in the Chaco-Pantanal region of
northern Argentina, Paraguay, and Brazil, but its status is un-
known.

JABIRU (Jabiru mycteria)

This magnificent stork species inhabits vast wetlands from
Mexico south to Argentina. Although they occur seasonally in
single or mixed-species feeding aggregates, the Jaribu nests
solitarily. Undoubtedly, for this reason the Jabiru has never
been abundant in Central America. As information on this spe-
cies accumulates, there is growing concern for the small popu-
lations which exist in the various Central American countries.
From available data, the following is a country-by-country ac-
count of the status of the Jabiru in Central and northern South
America.

MEXICO

During the years 1971 - 1980, the National Audubon Society of
the United States flew aerial censuses of Mexico’s coastal wet-
lands. The Jabiru was included in these surveys. The storks
have a resident breeding population in the Usumacinta River
Delta of Campeche and Tabasco States. This extensive wetland
is formed by the confluence of the Rio Usumacinta, Rio San
Pedro y San Paulo, and the Rio Palizada as they flow across a
flat plain into the Gulf of Mexico (Knoder, Plaza, and Sprunt,
1980). The survey results follow.

Year Numbers: Year Nests
Adults/Juveniles

1971 (April) 16

1972 (July) 5/1

1974 (May) 11

1975 (Feb.) 18/3

1976 (May) 13

1977 (Jan.) 19

1978 (May) 89/6

1979 (March) 11

1975 (Feb.) 1-- 2-3 young
1976 (Jan.) 3

1979 (March)  2-- one w/
young, one w/
eggs

1980 (Feb.) 2

Primary concentrations of Jabirus were observed to the south
of Laguna Terminos in the Bay of Campeche, as well as some
further to the west. One nest was in a mixed ciconiiform
(storks, herons, egrets) colony: the others were isolated from
other species. The nests were built on the tops of tall red man-
groves in the coastal mangrove fringe (J. Ogden, pers. comm.).
Twice a Jabiru was observed foraging with Wood Stork flocks
in the vast wetlands of the coast of Quintana Roo (w. Yucatan
Pensinsula), and this region needs further investigation (A.
Lopez-Ornat, pers. comm.). The Working Group is presently
making plans to further investigate the status of Jabiru in
southern Mexico. It is possible that the large number of the Ja-
birus observed in 1978 were birds which breed outside of the
country, either in Belize or Guatemala.

BELIZE

This small country maintains the healthiest breeding population
of Jabirus known for all of Central America. Between 1973 and
1979, Mr. W. Ford Young of the Belize Audubon Society sur-
veyed the numerous wetlands for Jabiru nests, using his private
airplane. Over a ten-year period, 1969-1979, sixteen nests were
known for the country. At least seven of these nests have since
been abandoned. As many as 16 individuals have been observed
together. The population is seasonal in Belize, leaving the coun-
try from June until November. The storks nest from late
December to April.

With funds provided by the W.W, Brehm Fund for Internation-
al Bird Conservation, two aerial censuses of Belize’s wetlands,
on 25 February and 29 April, 1984, were flown by Mr. Young,
Dora Weyer, and pilot John Fuller. The survey encompassed
all coastal and interior wetlands where Jabirus are known to
breed and forage. All known nest sites were surveyed from the
air, and ground checks were made in certain areas. During the
February flight, a total of 8 adults were observed; an additional
9 young were counted from three active nests. During the later
flight, two additional (empty) nests were located, with adults
nearby. A total of 6 adults (and the three young observed in
February) were counted. Nests were located west of Orange
Walk near San Antonio at Mexico Lagoon, Willows Bank, and
Bocotora Pine Ridge. Nests and individual birds are difficult to
detect due to the density of the forest and the abundance of
small ponds where the storks may forage, so the census results
are undoubtedly a conservative estimate of the status of the Ja-
biru in Belize (W. Ford Young, pers. comm.). Further censuses
and investigations are planned for the Belize Jabiru population.

GUATEMALA

A few solitary individuals were sighted in the northern third of
the country by Robert W. Grant during ornithological studies
in the country. It is unknown whether there is a breeding popu-
lation in the country. There is probably movement in the storks
between the three adjoining countries, Guatemala, Belize, and
Mexico, and a complete survey is recommended.



