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INTRODUCTION 

Storks, ibises and spoonbills are an important group of wading birds found 
throughout much of the world, with the greatest diversity occuring in the tropics. 
Among 20 species of storks, five are endangered or vulnerable; four of the 25 
species of ibises are endangered, and one of six species of spoonbill is endangered. lt 
will become increasingly important to understand what is already known about 
these birds to increase conservation efforts for them and their habitat. 

We offer this bibliography of storks, ibises and spoonbills as a contribution to 
the conservation and research efforts for these birds. This bibliography includes 
more than 3,000 references and has been the product of literature searches by some 
of the contributors that go back over 30 years. This has been very much a 
cooperative effort. Those of us with extensive libraries have cooperated with others 
who have been willing to coordinate the entire effort and enter the references into 
computers. 

The bibliography covers all species in the group. In addition, we have included 
the Hamerkop Scopus umbretta whose taxonomy is debated. We have also lumped 
Threskiornis aethiopicus with T. melanocephalus. Their taxonomy is questionable 
and the birds are very similar in biology. Those wishing to separate them can do so 
by geography in the keywords described below. 

Although we have tried to be thorough, we are sure that there are articles that 
have been missed. This is particularly true for articles dealing with the European 
White Stork Ciconia ciconia. The European White Stork has been studied in Europe 
for over 150 years. The number of articles on this species far outnumber the articles 
on other species. We have therefore decided to separate the European White Stork 
references from those dealing with other species. Hartmut Heckenroth is presently 
preparing an extensive bibliography for this species. We are eagerly awaiting this 
bibliography, but we have decided to include our abbreviated European White Stork 
bibliography to be used until Hartmut Heckenroth's bibliography is available. 
Articles dealing with European White Storks as well as other species are included in 
both bibliographies. 

In preparing this bibliography, we have developed a set of keywords to make 
the bibliography a tool that can be readily accessed for conservation and research 
purposes. The keywords allow identification of references according to species, 
geographic area and topic (e.g. description, distribution, breeding, conservation, 
etc.). They are listed in the next section. 

The bibliography is based in English. We have included foreign titles 
transcribed with the Roman alphabet, but when available we have also included 
English translations in brackets ('[ ... ]'). Furthermore, we have omitted accents and 
other diacritical marks -because these are difficult to include with our software 
program, although we realize they are important in understanding the meanings of 
some titles. Furthermore, a letter with an umlaut (e.g. 6) has been presented as the 
letter followed by an 'e' (oe in this case), except for author's names which are 
presented with umlauts. Finally, a few volumes of journals were published a year or 
two later than the year listed on the publication. This has led to confusion when 
some articles are referenced by more than one date. In these few cases, we have 
included the year listed on the volume followed by the year of publication in 
brackets. Journal names are. abbreviated following those of BIOSciences 
Information Center (Philadelphia, Pennsylvania). For those journals not reviewed by 
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BIOSIS, we have written the titles out in full or developed abbreviations consistent 
with those developed by BIOSIS. 

This bibliography is also maintained on computers with the program 
NOTEBOOK. We hope to have this available as softcopy when the details have been 
worked out. This will be announced in a future newsletter of the ICBP/IWRB/IUCN 
Specialist Group on Storks, Ibises and Spoonbills. We presume that you receive this 
newsletter. If you do not already receive the newsletter, write to Malcolm Coulter at 
the address below. The computer version is continuously being updated and, even 
now, includes references not included in this printed version. New references not 
included in the printed bibliography are listed in the newsletter. 

We view the computer bibliography as analogous to a museum collection 
which will continuously be upgraded and curated. We know that there are incorrect 
and incomplete references in the bibliography. We have edited it a number of times 
but errors no doubt remain. We hope that you will help us improve the 
bibliography by letting us know of corrections, and helping complete references 
which are incomplete in the bibliography. Incomplete references are indicated with 
the keyword 'fOO' and within the references question marks'??' indicate the missing 
information. In addition, some keywords are missing when we have not seen the 
articles and have guessed the appropriate keywords from the titles. These are 
indicated with the keyword 'fOk'. Again, If you can help us complete the list of 
keywords, please let us know. 

In addition to the bibliography, we are developing a reference library. This 
library contains over 1000 articles: many but not all of the articles listed in the 
bibliography. While we have limited time available, if there are important articles 
that are needed but difficult to obtain, we will make every effort to send them to 
you. In order to keep this library current, we depend on you to send us copies of 
your articles. Please send them to: 

Malcolm C. Coulter 
Chocorua 
New Hampshire 03817 
U.S.A. 

We hope this bibliography will be helpful to you and your work. Help us to 
maintain it. 

Malcolm C. Coulter, Savannah River Ecology Laboratory, University of Georgia, 
Drawer E, Aiken, South Carolina, 29802, USA 

Albert L. Bryan, Jr., Savannah River Ecology Laboratory, University of Georgia, 
Drawer E, Aiken, South Carolina, 29802, USA 

David P. Young, Jr., 302 S. Aurora St., Easton, Maryland 21601, USA 
Koen Brouwer, National Foundation for Research in Zoological Gardens, P.O. 

Box 20164, 1000 HD Amsterdam, The Netherlands 
M. Philip Kahl, P.O. Box 2263, Sedona, Arizona 86336 
Catherine E. King, Diergaarde Blijdorp, Postbus 532, 3000 AM Rotterdam, The 

NetherlandsJames A. Kushlan, Department of Biology, University of 
Mississippi, University, Mississippi 38677 

Charles S. Luthin, Caribbean Conservation Corporation, 4424 Northwest 13th 
Street, Suite A 1, Gainewville, Florida 32609 

Marcel van Wieringen, Hudsonstraat 6111, 1057 RZ Amsterdam, The 
Netherlands 
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ENCLOSED ARE CORRECTION SHEETS FOR ERRORS THAT YOU NOTICE 
PLEASE MAKE USE OF THEM! 
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KEYWORDS 

In developing this bibliography, we have developed a set of key words to allow 
easy separation of references according to species (with synonyms listed in Peter's 
Checklist of Birds of the World) , geographic area, topic (e.g. distribution, breeding, 
conservation), and type of article (book, scientific article, popular). In developing 
the keywords, we have tried to achieve a balance between too few and too many 
keywords to avoid oversplitting or overlumping. Too much splitting would have 
resulted in few articles in many topics and the need to include many key words to 
identify needed articles. Too much lumping would have resulted in lists of too many 
articles which would have required additional separation. If our choice of keywords 
is inconvenient, please let us know so that we can improve our situation, and pass 
the information on to others who are just beginning to establish bibliographies. -

Key works are listed as a small letter followed by two numbers. The initial 
letter refers to: 

a- Storks 

b -Ibises 

c- Spoonbills 

d- Geographic area 

e- Topic 

f- Type of reference 
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aOO. 

a01. 

a02. 

a03. 

a04. 

a OS. 

a06. 

a07. 

a OS. 

a09. 

a10. 

a 11. 

a12. 

a13. 

a14. 

a15. 

a16. 

a17. 

SPECIES 
(with synonyms) 

A. CICONIDAE --STORKS 

All Storks 

Anastomus lamelligerus African Open-billed Stork 

Anastomus oscitans Asian Open-billed Stork 

Balaeniceps rex Shoebill 
(Whale-headed Stork) 

Ciconia abdimii White-bellied Stork 
(Sphenorhynchus) 

Ciconia bobciana Oriental Stork 
(C. ciconia oyciana) (Japanese White Stork) 

Ciconia ciconia White Stork 

Ciconia episcopus 
(Dissoura) 

Woolly-necked Stork 
(White-necked Stork) 

Ciconia maguari 
(Euxenura galeata, E. maguari) 

Maguari Stork 

Ciconia nigra Black Stork 

Ciconia stormi Storm's Stork 
(Dissoura episcopus stormi) 

Ephippiorhynchus asiaticus Black-necked Stork 
(Xenorhynchus, Mycteria) (Jabiru) 

Ephippiorhynchus senegalensis Saddle-billed Stork 
(Mycteria) 

Jabiru mycteria Jabiru 
(Ciconia mycteria) 

Leptoptilos crumeniferus 
(Ciconia crumeniferus) 

Marabou Stork 

Leptoptilos dubius 
(L. argala) 

Greater Adjutant Stork 

Leptoptilos javanicus 
(Ciconia javanicus) 

Lesser Adjutant Stork 

Mycteria americana Wood Stork 
(Tantalus loculator) (Wood Ibis) 
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a18. Mycteria cinerea 
(Ibis cinereus, Tantalus c.) 

Milky Stork 

a19. Mycteria ibis Yellow-billed Stork 
(Ibis ibis, Tantalus ibis) (Wood Ibis) 

a20. Mycteria leucocephala 
(Pseudotantalus leucocephalus) 

Painted Stork 

(Ibis leucocephalus, Tantalus 1.) 

a21. Scapus umbretta Hamerkop 
(Hammerhead) 

a22. Extinct Storks 

B. THRESKIORNITHIDAE --IBISES 

bOO. All Ibises 

b01. Bostrychia bocagei Dwarf Olive Ibis 
(B. olivacea bocagei) 

b02. Bostrychia carunculata Wattled Ibis 

b03. Bostrychia hagedash Hadada Ibis 
(Hagedashia) 

b04. Bostrychia olivacea 
(Lampribis) 

Olive Ibis 

bOS. Bostrychia rara 
(Lampribis) 

Spotted-breasted Ibis 

bOG. Cercibis oxycera Sharp-tailed Ibis 

b07. Eudocimus albus American White Ibis 
(Guara, Scolopax, Ibis) 

b08. Eudocimus ruber Scarlet Ibis 
(Guara, Scolopax) 

b09. Geronticus calvus Bald Ibis 
(Tantalus c.) 

b10. Geronticus ere m ita Hermit lbis/Waldrapp Ibis 
(Comatibis) 

b11. Lophotibis cristata 
(Tantalus) 

Madagascar Ibis 
(Crested Wood Ibis) 
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b12. Mesembrinibis cayennensis Green Ibis 
(Harpiprion, Tantalus, & (Cayenne ibis) 
Mesembrinibis c.) 

b13. Nipponia nippon Japanese Crested Ibis 
(Ibis n.) (Japanese Ibis, Toki) 

b14. Phimosusinfuscatus Bare-faced Ibis 
(Ibis i.) 

b15. Plegadis chihi White-faced Ibis 
(P. mexicana, P. guarauna) (White-faced Glossy Ibis) 

b16. Plegadis falcinellus 
(Tantalus) 

Glossy Ibis 

b17. Plegadis ridgwayi Puna Ibis 
(Tantalus) 

b18. Pseudibis papillosa 
(Ibis p.) 

Oriental Black Ibis 

b19. Pseud ibis davisoni White-shouldered Ibis 
(Geronticus d.) 

b20. Thaumatibis gigantea Giant Ibis 
(Ibis g.) 

b21. Theristicus caudatus Buff-necked Ibis 
(Guiana Ibis) 

b22. Theristicus caerulescens Plumbeous Ibis 
(Harpiprion) 

b23. Theristicus melanopis 
(T. branickii) 

Black-faced Ibis 

b24. Threskiornis aethiopicus Sacred Ibis 
(Tantalus) 
(T. molucca, Ibis m.) (Australian White Ibis) 
(T. melanocephalus) (Black-headed Ibis) 

b25. Threskiornis spinicollis 
(Carphibis s., Ibis s.) 

Straw-necked Ibis 

b26. Extinct Ibises 
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C. THRESKIORNITHIDAE --SPOONBILLS 

cOO. All Spoonbills 

c01. Ajaia ajaja Roseate Spoonbill 
(Piatalea) 

c02. Platalea alba African Spoonbill 

c03. Platalea flavipes 
(Piatibis) 

Yellow-billed Spoonbill 

c04. Platalea leucorodia White Spoonbill 

cOS. Platalea minor Black-faced Spoonbill 

c06. Platalea regia Royal Spoonbill 

c07. Extinct Spoonbills 

D. GEOGRAPHICAL REGION 

dOO. Worldwide 

d01. North America (including Mexico) 
d02. Central America 
d03. Caribbean 
d04. South America 
dOS. Europe 
d06. Africa 
d07. Near East 
dOS. Indian Subcontinent (including Indian Ocean) 
d09. Asia (including Siberia) 
d 10. Southeast Asia 
d 11. Oceania 
d12. Australia and New Zealand 
d 13. Atlantic Ocean 
d14. Antarctica 

E. TOPIC 

e01. General and popular accounts 
e02. Description {physical description, voice) 
e03. Comparison with other birds 
e04. Taxonomy (including museum catalogues) 
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e05. Evolution 
a. general 
b. fossil (also historical remains, e.g. middens) 
c. genetics 

e06. Distribution 
a. general (may include banding) 
b. migration (may include banding) 
c. dispersal (including post-breeding records) 

e07. Anatomy 
e08. Physiology 

a. general (including growth, age of maturity, longevity, etc.) 
b. biochemistry 
c. energetics 
d. feather and moult 

e09. Behavior 
a. general 
b. foraging 
c. breeding 

e10. Ecology 
a. general 
b. foraging (including prey) 
c. mortality (including causes, predators) 
d. competition 

e11. Flight 
e12. Breeding 
e13. Population studies (including status, dynamics; may also include banding) 
e14. Aviculture and Zoo 

a. general 
b. husbandry (diet, housing) 
c. breeding (breeding records, growth, etc.) 

e15. Habitat 
a. general 
b. foraging 
c. breeding 

e 16. Disease 
a. general 
b. microbial 
c. parasites 

e17. Research Techniques 
e18. Conservation (including general concern, management, pollution) 
e19. Modeling 

fOO. 
fOk 
f01. 
f02. 
f03. 
f04. 
fOS. 
f06. 

F. REFERENCES 

Incomplete references 
Incomplete keywords 
Scientific journal articles, publications, monographs, proceedings, etc. 
Popular journal articles, publications 
Books, chapters of books 
Unpublished reports, manuscripts, papers, etc. 
Theses, dissertations, post doctoral reports 
Newsletters and newspapers 
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